TIIE BARGE OFFICE ABUSES,

DETAILS OF THE REPORT OF THE
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE.

Bribery, Indignities to Women and Consplracy
Agalost the Washington Authorities Some
of the Accusations—The Removal of As-
sstant Commissioner McSweeney and a
Dozen Employees Kecommended — Abuses
of Power and Violations of Law Alleged,

WasuinotoN, June  80.—Corruption, brib-
ery, brutal indignities to women, conspiracy
against the authorities at Washington and in
general a state of affairs which seems almost
fnoredible are all charged in the report of the
investignting  committee which sat in New
York for more than two months last spring to
evamine witnesses and study the methods of
administering the Immigration laws followed
by the Barge OMce officlals on Ellls Island.

The committea consisted of Special Inspector
Richard K. Campbell and Commissioner of
Immigration John J. 8. Rodgers. It made
its report to the Secretary of the Treasury on
June 2. and stated that it believed that the suc-
cess of any recommendations it could make
or that could be made, having for their purpose
a correct administration of the New York immi-
grant station, would be dependent upon the
discharge of the present Assistant Comnis-
sloner, Edward F. McSweeney, and of those
oMcials who have accepted bribes and those
whose oconduct toward the immigrants and
toward other immigration officlals has been open
to censure. The officlals whose removal s
thus recommended are John Lederhilger,
Thomas P. Brennan, Thomas Burke, Emfl
Auspitz, Frank P. McDonnell, A. A. ¥Vander-
hoef, John N. Kllroy, J. Ross Stewart, Karl B
EKumpff, Albert Wank and Immigrant Inspeotor
and Legal Adviser lLorenzo Ullo. The com-
mittee reporta that it entertains serious doubts
as to whether the names of Edward B. Holman
and Sven A. Smith should not be included in
the list.

The report itself, the committee says, could
not Include the revolting testimony taken down
by the official stenographer in regard to brutal
indignities to female Immigrants. The testi-
mony in connection with this feature could not
be printed in a newspaper. In calling the
attention of Secretary Gage to this testimony
the report says that Chief of the Registry Divis-
fon lederhilger accompanies his Investiga-
tions in the case of women with “every incie
dent of coarse language and rude physical
examination of person within the resource of
impure imagination and unchecked power,”

The commlittes charges that not only did it
labor under the greatest difoulties in obtaine
ing Information as to the conduct of the Barge
Offion from Assistant Commissionar MoSweeney
himself, but that all his subordinates to whom
the testimony shows he has granted speclal
favors alded In every way his efforta to intim-
{date witnesses and to prevent the object for
which the committee went to New York, and
fn many Instances and to a great extent were
successful. The report comments unfavoras
bly on the presence of Assistant Secretury
Taylor during the first ten days of the inves-
tigation, and says It operated as a deterrent
to witnesses who otherwise would have testi-
fled freely. The steamship agents declined
positively in some instauces to give testimony
under oath regarding abuses, intimating that
it would be impolitio on their part to incur
the ill will of an ofMclal who might retain his
place notwithstanding the investigation.

The testimony taken by the commlssion
comprises 2,240 typewritten pages. Before sume-
ming up the result of its Investigations the
committes says that it seems Incredible that
the administration of Immigration affairs at
New York could have been charaoterized by
more uncertainty, irregularity, delay. preju-
dioe and favoritism and downright corruption
than appear to characterize it now, although
Assistant Commissioner MeSweeney testifled
that the present oondition was very much
better than a year ago. The recommenda~
tions made by the committee are as follows:

THE COMMITTER'S RECOMMENDATIONS.

“As a general recommendation your commit-
tee is of oplnion that a code of rules should be
adopted and kept conspicuously in view at
the New York immigrant station, defining the
limitations of authority of each division or
branch of the service, the conditions under
which the agents of all interests other than
the immigration service shall have acocess to
the bullding, for the ocontrol of the various
privilege holders and for the guidance and pro-
tection of applicants on behalf of detalned
immigrants.

*Your committee, with a view to preventing
abuses referrad to in this report, in connection
with furnishing immigrants inland transporta-
tion, consulted with the chie! representatives
of transportation interests in New York who
wera accessible to it, with a view of securing
information that would enableit to make sult-
able recommendations in this regard, but up
) the date of making this report the said repre-
sentatives have not fulfilled their promise
w supply your committee with the desired
lnformation.

“But it I3 obvious that at once interpreters
should be employed to translate all the lan-
guages of immigrants arriving at the port of
New York, and that as soon as practicable
the ofticlal force should be Increased so as to
insure the prompt and efficient Inspection
which the laws and regulations demand.”

BRIBERY CHARGED AT THE START,

I'he report then takes up the details of Barge
OfMce methods in regular order, beginning with
the arrival, and ending with the final landing
or deportation of inunigrants, As to the
boarding division, it says: '

“The first stap is what is known as the Board-

ing Division, whose inspectors and assistants,
in addition to meeting the ncoming vessels
and going aboard to vxaming cabin pussengers,
ure assigned to duty on the docks of the various
stearnship limes, It 18 customary for them
to discharge American citizens at once, and
thus avoid the necessity and delay which would
arize from taking them with the alien lmnu-
grants 1o the station st the Barge Office,

I'in boarding ofMcer apparently has abso-
luta anthority to determine for himself the
validity of an unmigrant’s claimed American
citizenship. So absolute Is the authority of
the boarding ofMicer upon this point that your
committea was not surprised to And evidence
that such anthority is abused, and this ubuse
wis shown both in the discharge of alien n-
migrants for a monsy consideration and by
orders from the Cormissioner,

In regard to the landing of aliens on the
dm? for 4 money consideration, reference 13
made particularly to the case shown n an
exhibit, in viaw of the contents of which and
other testimony upon the same point aga nst
him, above reforred to, it i8 recommended that
Albert Wank, Assistant Immigrant Inspector,
who appears to have made most of such dis-
chirgas, be dismissed from the service.”

Kowardins the treatment of immigrants
0 hospital, the report sayvs:

In<tances are given in which alien finmi-

@rants who are elearly and unquaestionably
eatitind 1o land, ara nevertheless sent to hos-
pital for slight physical in‘uries, such as a

knifo wound of the hand, and whose friends,
pon the reloase of such immigrant, refuse to
PAY the cost of his medical treatment, snco
they could themselves have cared [or such
immigrant at |ess expense, had he been dis-
chargad to ther.

"Another practice which appears to work
serious injiry to the immigrants, by depriving
them of the means of communicating with
their friends, prevails in the medical divisio
of taking from them their letters, money. ril=

road tickets and nominally with the immi-
krant's consent, for safekeeping of such  pos
ession< but as that division lacks interpreiery
the immigrants do not under<tand that they |
have the right to keep their persons! projerty
At their own risk, and the only effect of such
pvaternal solicitude, even if the money, &, s

returred, is to deprive the immigrants of the
addressas of thelr friends and relations in this
country, with whom they desire to communi
cate.  As a result of this, Immigrants in somn
casy Liave been deported, the disease from
nhich they suffered being pronounced ineur-
able, to be landed on the other -g{w of the
tie pennlless and at a distance from their

nas

Inedentally. it may be noted that a number

of vscanes oconr anvually from the hosnital,

Which W I MeDowell  the executive  offfeer

Ot the madieal division, estimates at ten, which

wiel tatee he renorts to the Commis-
INFFFICTENT EMPLOY KRS,

‘Alter the umigrants have pass=ad the medi-
anl inspaction, thoy are sent up to the registry
0or, The gateruan in charge of the entrance

is one Emil Auspitz, of whose rough

: brutal treatment of immigrants 0
ﬂlu!‘ l’,nﬁuue many witnesses !uum % d
In the judgment of the committee the ooio!
the service requires that his services 15~

“The next stage in the progress of the im-

pensed with.
migrant is that_of being examined by the
registry rler‘k In Its examination your com-
mittes ascertained that this division absorbs
practically the whole work of (nspection, &x-
cept that done by the contract labor inspec-
tors  In view of its extensive powers it s
correctly described by the Assistunt Commis-
sloner ‘as not only the most important division
but far and above the others. ‘Ihe registry
clerk examines and admits over 87 per cent.
of the arriving immigrants' and vet by the
me authority it 18 stated that the registr
clerks cannot be conmyared in capacity with

the contract labor fnspe etors; the latter are so |

much superior. And t! e chief of said division
claims that the quality of the registry clerks
might be \'o-r{ mueh better: that some of said
registry clerks detain  immigrants through
religions and race prejudice and the defi-
clencies of the registry clerks olten impose
upon the chief of that division the duty of
making an additional ingpection and further-
more that this situation is aggravated by tak-
‘nnﬂ the best registry clerks for duty on ﬁonrds
of Bpeoial Inquiry
he chief of said division claims to have
repeatoadly called the attention of the Commis-
sloner and the Assistant Commissioner to the
Incapacity and prejudice of the registry clerks
under his charge, but without auy effort made,
;o far as he knows, to amend this serlous de-
eot in the ofMcial personnel of the station. As
might reasonably be anticipa from the
above-described condition, a large exercise of
authority has been assumed by the chief of
sald division, and in no onedetail of the admin-
rntlon at that station did your commitice
nd & more grievous ot reistent abuse of
authority than in the arbitrary and autocratio
methods of the chief clerk of this division, con-
duct which, from the testimony referrod to
herein, was almost without axception approved
and sustained by the executive office. In
fact, your cominittes beliaves that it is not the
Registry Division, but its chief, who admits
87 per cent. or whatever may be the corn;-t
roportion, of those nominally disposed of by
0 registry clerks.

As a further evidence of the estimation in
which the chief of the Registry Divisiop is held
by the Commissioner, it may be no that he
enjoys the unique privilege not accorded to any
other official at the station, of himself keeplna
& private record of his time of presence an
absence at the Barge (Office, with such reasons
for the latter as he may choose to assign, and
prior to Feb. 1, 1000, no record was kept of the
absences of the chie! of the Registry Division
and much testimony was given l-r various wit-
nesses to show that Mr. Lederhilger's author-
ity was absolute, in some instances exceeding
that of the Assistant Commissioner. This 8
shown more especially in the marking of the
manifests of allen immigrants by the sgid Led-
erhilger. These manifests go first into his hand
and in all cases in which he sees fit to do so he
marks the word ‘Hold’ opposite the names of

uoh immigrants as he desires to reserve for

s own personal examination, Prior to the
18t of February of the current’year this mark
ooconrred with great frequency on the manifests,
particularly on those of the nch line.

LEDERHILOER'S ASSUMPTION OF POWER,

“The r 0 given for such aotion is that the
chief ol¢ olds letters or talegrams for such
persons or has inform o touching the right
of such lmmigrants to d, or has nal
reasons to suspect that thay are not what
protess to be on the manifest, or that the n’f:
dress giv b{ them indloates, in the cases of
woman, that they are Q'arsnnu of loosa or Im=
moral character, but Mr, [aderhilger admits
that such information might be conveyed at
once to the registry clerk, who usey the mani-
fest in making the exauiination of the immi-
grants, and it is clear that ths word ‘Hold'
might be nr‘compm‘\lod by some explanatory
words, as ‘for telegram’ or ‘for mensy.” The
neoccasity for some such explanation is obvious,
¢ince the uniform testimony of the regisiry
clerks is to the effect this action on the part
of Mr. Lederhllger deprives them of all au-~
thority to make any examination of fmmpis

anta oppogite whose pame the word 'uo\.i'
148 been tten, and imposes upon them, by
the instructions that they had received re-
peatadly, the duty of sending all such immi-

rant- Into a saparate inclosure called the ‘cen-
ue for the sald chief clerk’s individual inspec-
on.

“Such a practice nullifles the proyisions of
ssotion 8 of the act approved Maroh 8, 1801,
and seotion 8 of the aot approved March 3§,
1808, so far as all the registry clerks are con-
zrued except the administrative chief, who is

so an inspector, and enables the latter to
.t;proprlua to himsell as regards inspection
of immigrants an authority far surpasst
that of any other officlal engaged in the ed-
mi ﬁ"u(mm the immigration laws.

is arbitrary exercise of power on the part
of the said chief is not confined Llf the foregoing
clu, ol casea, but he constantly, without as-
signing reasons to the registry clerks, orders
them to send other immigrants those
whom he has marked 'Hold’ to the separate

compartment above referred to, and t
the protests of the clerks and, equally without
the assignment of any reason therefor, directs
that many immigrants, partio ly Orientals,
auqu whom be regards undesirable, to b
made 'S. 1.' ~that is, that these letters be place
on the card which 18 furnished to lmmigranis
who are destined for special inq

“The ste hip companies m that de,
wholesale detentions have had the effect o
largely mammq the bills for malntepance
expenses of immigrants which are pald b
the said companles, in confirmation of which
they present tabulated statemuents which ac-
company the testimony, and one of which,
that of the White Star Line, shows an increase
from: 1803 to 1868 in the lﬁld expense per capita
of the immigrants actually brought in on said
line of sixfold, and this although that line
&l said to bring the best c*&u of lmmigrauts.
t does not seemn out Ol‘f ace to interject here
allusion to very geueral testimony regarding
the reforms at the Barge Office since the aitting
of your corumittee for the purpose of showu:f

at reform in this respect is very marked.
hus, the agent of the Fabre Line stated that for
the steamship Massilia, arrived at New York
in March, 1509, with 442 passengers, he paid
maintenance bills on sccount of said passen-
§us amounting to $183.23, whereas the Chateau
quem, arriving 1o March, 1000, with 407 pas-
sengors, Incurred expenss for maintenance
thereof amounting to $98.25, and again the
steamship Patria, arrived in February, 1800,
with 832 passengers, for whom the maintenance
bill was $161.75, whereas the Massilia arrived
in March, 1900, with w7 passengers, inourred
a bill of only $170.10, and furthermore, to con-
tinue the compariscn to a period just ante-
dating the sitting of your corumittes, the said
agent reported that the Patria arrived inJan-
uary, 1000, with 346 passengers, for whom the
bill was ,l&u‘lu. and the Massilia in March
with nearly three times as many passengers
as shown above, had a maintenance b of
but $170.10. The significance of the compari-
son between the above expenses during March,
1599, and the corresponding period for the cur-
rent year is t:m{»hulmd by the fact that the
new contract rates of the restaurant privilege
holder in effect since the beginning of the cur-
rent fiscal year are 30 per cent. Jower than they
were prior to the last mentioned date.

BRUTALITY TO WOMEN.

“Roturning to the classes of immigrants
held for the individual inspection of the chief
of the Registry Division, one such class con-
sists of women whom he suspects of being
of immoral character and who are prinei-
pally French women and girls and those fo.
mala immigrants whose youth or good looks
awaken his fears that they may fall into bad
company _Although there Is no express pro-
vision to that effect, it may not n;-(yvur to be
out of harmony with the spirit and purpose
of the Immigration laws to refuse admission
to women u? looso character, whosa pursuit
guggests the probability of their ultimately
becoming public charges, but admitung the
sropriety of an endeavor to detect and as
;u.r as possible exclude women of immoral
character your committee cau find no pal-
liation for the wholesale censorship exercised
by Chiet Lederhilger on the morals of fomals
inunigrants True, the law expressly for-
bids the importation of women for lmmoral
purposes tr}xmmh, as stated above, there is
nothiug to prevent the voluntary migration
of =uch women to this country, and your com-
mittes cannot too -tmngly reprobate the whole-
sale detention, upon the slenderest evidence
or none at all except the mere suspicion of
the said chief clerk, accompanied, as such
detentions are, by examinations mortify-
ing alike to the irmmigrants subjected thersto
and to the other officials, witnessaes thereof
and powerless to prevent them, disgraceful
on the part of the official cond’w"lnu them
and scandalous to the Administration per-
mitting them. Moreover, the offlcial who
conducts this examination, though it appears
from the testimony that prior to his appoint-
ment to his position, examinations of female
immigrants were made by the matrons, is the
said chief of the Registry Division, who ac-
companies his investigation by every (nci-
dent of coarse language and rude physical
axamination of person and baggnge, within
the resource of impure imagination and un-
checked power.

“Tt would ba impossible, within the space
at its disposal in this report, for your com-
mittee to recite the numerous Hlustrations
of the abuse above referrad to, which will
he found at various places In the testimony,

but it eannot refrain from alluding to Mr
Ledorhilger’s shameful separation of a youne |
Fngli<h married couple and to the ense of an
Italian woman who committed suicids under
the mortification and distress Incident to her

being held and examined as a procuress
"l"flur.- are othar ecnees which are held by
order of the said chief clerk and sent Into
the ‘contre’ in obedience to said order by the
segistry clerks, For above datention it is
difienlt to assign any motive unless it bo <imply
an arbitrary exerci<a of power or for the pur-
pose of making business for tie restaurant
privilege holder ”
COMMISSIONS ON RATLWAY TICKETS,

As to the matter of selling raillway tickets
to immigranta the conmiftee soyvs

The Immigrants who have bheen held, either
by his ornl insteuctions or by the nse of the
word ‘Hold' on the manitest are froguentl
discharged by Chisf Clark John Ledorhilger,

or by his order, directly to agents who do not
furnish the tickets to said immlgrants beforn
they leave.the Barge Offce. Mr. Lederhil-
gor's purpose ln so , 48 such action is a

g

s -

0 AR 7 o, S

THE SUN, SUNDAY, JULY 1, 1900.

violation of the rules, can only be assigned to
some otive, and this goncluotou
passes beyond the s of 8 an bﬁoonheo

view of the fact that he

nlm a certaiuty,

only harges int "ﬂ immigrants
ned to mnlum points in the Far West along
tha Pacific slope.

“The person throuwgh whom most of this busi-
ness s transacted by the Chief of the Registry
Division is one Henry Heyns, whose ostensibls
business on the floor of the Barge OMoe is that
of a representativa of Mr, Petor McDonnell,
the agent of the Old Dominion Steamship Com-
pany. as will be seen by the indomsement of

cards submitted herewith.
is particularly directed to the testimony, from
| which it n&nmurn that Heyns informed a witness

that one Teschuer, an official of the Rsxmr{'
Division, and Nelson, an employee of the Rail-
road Division (who is not an immigration offl-
clal); each expected to get 82 comumission on
the transportation in a certain case, and there-
fore the said Heyns did not consider it worth
while to bother with the lrnulm‘um.'

Tederhilger is accused of interfering with the
Contract Labor Bureau in certain cases. ‘The
report s Ys:

“The inducement thereto appears in this case,
as in others heremtofore mentioned, as the
agencies through which he works are the same
and the destipations of the immigrants are
equally remote, to be the om‘onnmtr of secur-
ing a commission on the railroad tickets fur-
nished {mmigrants thus discharged. As evi-
dence of this there |s submitted Exhibit X-12,
which gives in detail & report of the discharge
by Mr. Lederhilger of four immigrants, two o
whom, by Mr. Lederhilger'’s indorsement on
the cards, were destined to an address in Brook-
lyn, which Yrovnd» to be fiotitious and the other
two in 109 ( ra(gnwlr stroet, the address of one,
F. Sakser & Co., who is ennfed in seourin
railroad tickets for immigrants. All four o
the immigrants, as it appears from the said
report, were on the following dav taken to the
offlce of Mr. Peter MoDonnell, the agent of the
Old Domnion Line, were supplied with tickets
by him to dilferent addresses in Colorado an
left that afternoon on & steamship of the said
line, for their destinations. It appears also
from the said report that when the abyse was
called to the attention of Mr. Lederhilger hK
the chief of the ¢ ontract Labor Bureau, throu
the Commissionsr the sad Lederhilger su
mitted an exyplanation in which he was com-

alled to resort to gross prevaricatipn, aswill

seen from the afdavits attached thereto.”
~ Ons of Lederhilger's alleged methods with
immigrants bound for remote routes is thus de-
soribed:

““This plan was, in brief, for immigranta to
gtate that their ultimate destination was New
York cn{: and at the same time they were fur-
nished with small American flags, to be pinned
on the lapels of their coats, by whioch they wers
identifled upon arrivel by those persons who
were to supply their rallroad fare, That Mr.

aderhilger was aware of this scheme is shown
by the fact that the four immigrants in one case
each wore a small American pinned to his
coat; thut they were held by Mr. Leder lh‘or
in the sual way by marking ‘Hold’
on the manifest, that there was no reason for
their detention by him, and that he discharged
two of them to go direotly, as his indorssments
show, to the offlce of F Sakser & Co, mruu‘rh
whose agents abroad the scheme above de-
scribed was carried into effect, and it appears
from the testimony that the sald chief rochrrz
¢! 'rk was on i{ntimate terms with F. Sakser
Co., 100 (ireenwich street, until recently, when
& rupture occyrred between th m in conse-
quence of sald Sakser publishiug in his newse
Fapor an advertisement to the effect that he
bakser) had facilities for reaching immigrants

enabling them to

on arrival at New York an
proceed to thelr destination,
EMPLOYEES TLLTREATED

*‘Aa might rnaturaily be expected from an
offictal elothed with such absolute vower, Mr,
L.ederhilger is {nsolant, overvearing, dic atorial
and cruel to his subordinste offlcers, and |
Jealous and resentful in his bearing towar
those over whom he cannot legitimately exer
oise cont'ol, constantly sweking to have the lat-
ter subordipated to his authority, and some«
times with the assistanoa of the Commissionsr
or the Assistant Commissioner. One official
who was recently appointed an interpretar for
the Contract Labor Bureau was, witbout reaso
80 far as \our committee ia aware, tranaferre
at Mr. Lederhilger’'s instance b the Assietant
(‘ﬂmx&iulouor to the Kegistry Division, When
the oficial objectsd to his unlfnm.nnoduty
not pro erlf within the sphereof an interpretar
and olaimed that such assignment was in viola-
tion of the spinit of civil service reform
Mr. Lederhilger replied, 'Damn_ the civil
service rules and rexulations. I am your
boss and vou got to do what I want; If Kuu
don't like it, you can get out,’and whaen first
lfpolnnd ha announoced to his subordinates
‘Anybody who {8 not with me is against ine and
1 will ix them.’

*On one occasion one of the registry clerks
applied 1o him for permission to go to his hama,
exhibiting a telegram announcing that bhis
child was ver; ux‘ but Mr_ Lederhilger refused,

'd the clerk then applied to the Assistant
“ommi=sioner, who told him that the telegram
looked like a fake, n!u&mﬁl to reverse Mr
Lederhiiger’'s action, an o registry clerk
was oompellad to ramain until the close of busi-
ness and uron arrival home his child was dead
and throughout the teetimony will be found
ovidence of the unchecked tyranny that this
indulged official exerciseas toward the unfortu-
nate officers who are placed under his charge.”

Of the Boards of Special Inquiry the report

says;

XUmﬂ within the past two years thesteno-
gravhic notes of proceedings befors the boar
wers written out in lﬁnlhmd and constitute
the record required by law to be kept of the
testimony touching an immigrant's right to
land. Sines that tine, also for the alleged rea-
son that the sunply of stanographers 13 insuffi-
clent, only a brief syllabus of the case Is tran-
soribed, the testiniony remaiping in steno-
graphic characters, which it is difficult for other
stenographers than those who wrote them to
decipher and which no person other than a
f‘“’“ rapber can read  Tuis cuts off the

riends and attorneys of tinmigrants from in-
formation to which they areentitied, and hence
the practios has arisen of charging attorneys
for r;nbucrﬂpu of the evidence, which are pre-

ared by the seoretaries after office hours,

‘cur committee feels that, for reasons which
are obvious, the stenographic notes of proceed-
ings »bi uld be written out {n full, In every case
in duplicate, one copy to be used as part of the
records for permaneyt flle and the other to be
furnished te the immigrant or those who appear
in his behalf.”

BRENNAN'S POWERS AND CMANCES,

Of the Iuformation Bureau the report says:

i d l"ﬁ the ﬂgtowny for the friends
and relatives of the Immigrants as well as for
those who desira to gain aceess for their own
purposes, this division is also the exit for immi-
wran's whose destination i8 New York city or
{ts suburbs, the chief of said diviston _acting as
the only permanent discharging officer from
what is known as the New York pen, though he
is assisted in rotauon In the performance of
this duty by tbe different registry clerks
for & part of the time, greater or less as
the exigencles of registration may permit.
Your attention is particulariy directed to
the fact that the registry clerks serve for but
ashort time, and in alternatjon, a rlln that
waa adopted, according to the testimony of
Chief Registry Clerk Lederhilger and the As-
sistant Commissioner, in corseguence of the
continual reports which reached the formers
ears that bribes were acceptad in the Informa-
tion Division for the release of immigrants de-
tained in the New York pen; and although such
reports have contirued #inoe the inauguration
of the plan, without abatement, neither of the

ald officials has ever considered the expe-
diency of changing the permanent officer mak-
ing sach discharges, Assistant Inspeotor
Th mas Brennan, in whom they both express
entire confidence

“Your comittee finds, norwith%mnd'mc the
trust reposed in the heaa of thisd vision—
Assistant Inspector drennan—that the most
cantinuous and flagrant bribe taking s prac-
tised by him and his subordinates, with the ex-
ception of the clerk, Miss Prokupnk, and ap-
parently of the recistry clerks who assist In-
speotor Brennan in discharg'ng as desoribed
above, Bes.de: the general charges of bribe
taking against oMeers in t'is division, Inapector
Brennan and his subordinates, Gateman Van-
derhoal and Mmrnfon Kumpff, McDonnell
and Filroy have been (dentified by the persons
from whom they extorted monay, thus con-
firming the opinion of the Assistant Commjs-
sioner that it would be necessary to enabla Mr,
Brennan to improperly discharge immigrants
that his subordinates should act io concert
with him,

“Your committee is further of the opinion
that, through the agency of Inspector Brennan,
fmmigrants ostensibly destined to New York,
but Iy going to remote points, ares dis-
oharged as stated when considering the Regis-
try Division, to ngents who securn tran*porta-
tion for th*m rlnrlpallﬁ over lines represented
by Mr. Peter MeDonnell, and in support of this
nmginn submits the asccompanying detention
CArds.

“So far as your committea has heen able to
obtain ‘,m.,r. the bribe taken referred to is
principally from the friends, &c., of immigrants
desiring to gain accsss to tha station, it appear-
ing that a regular admission fee s pald, and
that those who do not offer such fes voluntarily
on applyin
the xample of othiers who befora their aves
gain admission by such means, are driven back
Ly the oMcials in=atd division with threa's, ard
gometimes with blows, in wh ¢h laudable «ffort

policemen on doty eniside
CHefore leaving tlus subjeet, vour eommittes
sugiuests the obvious propriety of assigning to

experience  ax  linguists  stands little  be-
yond a knowledge of their own tongues
DEPORTATION FRAUDS

*“The Detention and Deportation Division is
undar the charge of a chief, one Richard Tilson,
who has the custody of all detalned immigrants
i othor thar thoae in the New York pan, as wall
as thosa orderad to ha deported, and is, further-

more, responsible for their sat <seping and for
| the faith ul pxeontion of the orders of deporta-
| tion Hers again vour commities found avie

d neeof incovpetency. i not worse, and of an
| ime Leit £ ik in the abso ute authority of the
| executive office

attached hersto, as well us by the testimony of
Mr. Tilson himself,
“Italso appears that the deporting officers,

discharge to him on the various detention |
Your attention '

jor admission, or who do not tollow |

to enforce the Fedoral luws they are assisted by |

| dutyin the Intormation Burean official . who |
| are conversant with the various tongn-s spoken
| by th friends of itumigrants, in-tead of <uch as
| possess simply an amount ol knowledge re-
quisite to make a good laborer und whose

Fecapes oceiirred quite fre- |
Jq Jently, as will be seen by the cards and list

| upon telephone orders from an
executive om?o. bring back immigrants from
o ks of the different lines, whither
such immigrants have been taken for deporta-
tion, regardless of the written orders upon
which they were acting; that the receipts given
by the ugonta of the steamship companies for
immigrants delivered by such deporting officers
to them are somstimes not signed, ulullli only
initialled, the number on the receipt arked in
with pencil or changed; the names of such im-
migrants on the e above the receipt are fre-
quently scored out with a pencil; that Immi-
rants are delivered frequently the evening
ge{oro the vessel sails, no deporting offioer
remaining to see that lfn‘v do uot escape, an
in other respects a great laxity prevalls at this
finnl and most important stage, avidence being
offered to show that probably immigrants are
released and persons who desire 1o go abroa
at the expense of the steamship companies ure
substituted for the former.
M'SWEENEY'S AUTOCRATIC RULE,

tive office, consisting of the Commissionar an

Assistant Commissioner, four clerks, three mes-

sengers, the treasurer, Lawrenea P. Lee, and
rmumnwv the legal counsel, Dr. PnZO

Mo, who has the official domcu.%lon of Imuni-
grant Inspector and is paid asalary of $3,000
| per annum. The bead of this office is of course,
pominally, the Commissioner, but all the
evidence goes to show that the actual adminis-
tration i3 in the hands of the Assistant Com-
missioner, Edward F. McSweeney, the Commlis-
sioner himself stating in his testimony that the
Commissioner would have to seek information
as 1o the detalls of the administration from his
assistant.

“In general, it may be sald. that the whole
tendency of the admlinistration since the incum-
benoy o{t e present Cominissloner liss been to
concentrate authority in the hands of the As-
sistant Commissioner and «ertain of his subor-
dinates, such as Mr. Lederhilger of the Rexistry
Division and Mr. Bregnan of the Information
Division, and some of the members of the regu-
lar Board of Special Inq Iry. It rewains to
show what effeot the assumption of power has
upon the Boards of waciul Inquiry. These
boards are selected unif rmly by the Assistant
%‘ommmlonor. who has the power, which he
reely exercises. to change the member hip
thereof as he may see fit. Moreover, he fre-
qiently sends messagss to the board andin
some o.ses appears before it personally, mak-
ings 1¢ullonn which are in effect instzuctions,
{or which he ora'ly assures them of his purpose
n no wise to interfere in their action, many
rs who have taken him at his word and

mem
acted independently have been subjected to
rmlugm. veproof and withdrawal from board
duty by him. Some of these cases are of such
a flagrant pature that your committea belleves
it proper to briefly advert to them in thisre-

port.

“Two passengers from Italy, Francesco An-
alica and wife, who arrived per steamsbul
Massilia on March 10, 1808, were detained an
taken before the board the following day be-
cause they had not_heen manifested In acoor-
dance with law, These passengers thereupon
g;m tad proof that was satisfactory to the

ard that they were citizens of the United
States, and wers accordingly adamitted by the
unanimous vote of said board. Soon after, they
wera brought back and the chairman of the
hoard, Registry Clerk Moerks, informed the
board that the Cominissioner had f{nstruoted
him to direct the board to reverse its finding,
which the board, with one oxmrs\linn (Inspeotor
Robert Watohorn), obeyed, the latter doclnﬁin
that us would recognize no instructions whic
would oompel him toexclude American citizens,
and asking that his prot. st be made a matter of
record. gu wently Mr, Watchorn, in oom-
pany with another memter of the hoard, was
called into the Commissfoner’s office by the
*nl.mnt Conmissioner, and altersome dohs\l‘n
the ‘atter informed the two members of the
board that he would fix the matter all right if
Jeft to him. The matter appears to have hoen
‘fixed’ by a false entry on the d tention card of
the immigrants, as well as on the minutes, to
the effect that the decislon of the board
was that sall passengers should be ad-
mitted when fine was ?ﬂd. and they were
duly permitted to lan neads no arguient
to show that such a decisfon was absurd. for
the steamship compary cannot be flued for
failure to manifest oftizens of this country,
and although the steamship company paid the
fine under protest on the said 11th day of
March, 1898, the Conmussloner evidently saw
the absurdity of such action, for subsequentiy.
in Anpuﬂ of the sama yenr, the fins collected
in this case was returned to the steamship
company. To lend color, however, to the
reputed decision ‘admitted when fine s pald,’
Mr. Laederhilger's assistant chlef, Registry
Clerk John Raczkiawicz, prepared a supple-
mentary maaifest in which he described the
passengers as of Italian nationallty as
’ppun. with the other facta above racited,
rom exhibit X-9 and it seems to your com-
mittee that If the statement in sald manifest
was truo 29 to the nationality of sald passen-
gers, the fines shou!d not have n remitted,
as the fallure to manifest, in such oase, was a
vlnlauon of the law. As A result of hls inde-
pandence, n&puontly. Inspector Watchorn
who prior to that time had been a member o
the regular board, and an efolent one, was
dropped {rom board duty and has not been so
employed since.

INSPROTOR ELLIS DISCIPLINED.

“Another case was that of Agnes and Ella

ranteloff, who arrived per steamship Bollvli:
Nov. 18, 1897, and were admitted by a board o
which Inspector Ellis was chalrman, and v—
cured employment thereafier, tirough the
agent of the Austro-Huugarian Boclety, with
respectable families, one at 164 Lewis avenue,

Brooklyn, apd the other with Mrs Kate
Jton, at B168 Ciates Aavenus, same city,
Vhen the Assistant Commissioner learned

of the action of the board he came into
the board room and used violent language

to the board members, ana when In-
spector Ellls informed him that he had
done what he had considered his duty

the Assistant Commissioner told him that hLe
did not seem to know his duty, and departin
in anger r’-‘nhnnd ad the two g'rls arreated an
brought back to the Barge Office, where they
were agein brought before a board whch ad-
mitted lhel?. many persons by that time hav-
ing heard of the « through 4 newspaper re-
ort of It and manifesting an active interest in
half of the two girls. The Asslstant Com-
missloner claimad that it was a discourtesy to
bim lrr he had reported his conclusion to the
board {n that case, and their action was such
that he oould not approve it lnnpng!or Ellis
was immediately relieved from board duty and
as~igned to work for which he was il]-fitted
physically, and some months later_he dled of
rheumatism, from which he was suffering.
CONSPIRACY AGAINST WASHINOION,

“In furthur {llustration of the same point
our comnmitteas diracts attention to the ca<e of
mmigrant Inspector O. I. Converse, who has for

several years acted as a trusted men ber of the
regular Board of Special In'|u|r¥. This oMoeer
is an old soldier, and suffers from a wound
which necessiiates the occasional use of &n
osmte. Possibly the result of this remedy may
affect the usefulness of Inspector Conerse,
though vour committea has been unable to
gsecure evidence other than that of the Commis-
sioner and Assistant Commlssioper, in support
of this view, those with whom Inspector Con-
verse has bean clated on board duty uni-
!orml{ stating that he is, in their experlenos
both intelligent and in a fit condition at all
times to perform his duties Bo this as {t may

tha Assistant Commjssionar has been aware ot
this use of a drug by Inspeotor Converso for
four or flve years and Las retained him durin

that time as a trustad member of the Board o

special Inquire, {requently acting &s chairman,
until soms tima during September of las
gaar, at .which tyme Commissioner Fitchie first
rarned of the alleged unfitness of Inspector
Converse, DBy a singular coincidence the
Asslatant Commissioner called upon Inspector
Converse at about the same time, to wit, Sop-
tember, 1809, at his p'aco of res dence, and made
to the latter a proposition by which the Asslst-
ant Commiss'oner was to secure the s pport of
the two Senators, Messrs. Chandler and Oal-
linger, from Inapector Converse's State, and
then {nangurate, to use his own words, a policy
of requiring the Bureau of Immigration at
Washington ‘to keep their hands off him or he
wou'd roast the gang at tha Department &

Washington Powderly, Larned, Campbell an

oouipnny. on a red hot stove.’

“Inspector Converse positively refused to
enter into such an alllance, and from: that time,
whloh was contomporaneous with Commissioner

Fitchie's knowledge of the said inspector’s al-
eged weakness, as above stated, the Asslstant
Commissioner has endeavored in every way to
discredit Inspector Converse. To the foregoing
facts Inspector Conv rse and his wife, who
haprened to be presant at 'he (nterviaw above
referred to, haverradeaMdavita. Your comnmit-
tee also submirts herewith exhibits, and refers
vou to the testimony, which show that Inspec-
tor Converse has glven no occasion, unless his
refusal to entar into the agreement suggested
by the Assistant Commissloner be so consid-
erad, for tho <tatementsa made solely by the
latter and the Commissioner as to Inspectlor
Converse's intemperate habits.

STEAMSHIP COMPANIES COMPLAIN

“These and other abuses have reached the
knowledge of the Bureau at Washington from
time to time and have been the occasion of
lettars of admonition and instruction to tha
Cammissioner  These letters, although written
strietly in the line of duty and "pon ofMcial sub-
iecte and although addressed to the Come-
missioner, have drawn upon the Bureau the
personal resentment and ovposition «f the
Asulatnnt  Commissioner, who thersby un-
wittingly nekrowledges his responsibility for
the administration of the New Yo k #tation
Asevidence of this, vou are referred 1o the aff-
davita of Inspector and Mrs Copverse, ahove
cited, nnd to the testimony of the Assistant
Commissioner himself. This resentment on the
part of the Assistant Comuissioner of any
attempt to curb him in the exercise of h.s
arhitrary will appears, fur hermor:, in other
wavs, A3 will be seean from the accomnpanving
testimony on pagen 1753, where it is statad he
rabuked an inapectir for insolenca in referring

to the Departrient as ‘our sureriors,’ instead of |

‘iny supariors,” and in the testimony of var ous

of Willlnm Cover'v, New York awent of the

Anchor Line, which appears on page 1092 and |

following. In the latter case Mr. Coverly come
| plained to the burean at Washington and the
complaint was referred ta the Commi-sioner of
Immigration at New York for explanation,
whigh explanation, according to Mr Coverly’s
test.mony, was in several material noints a de
Iiberate and wilful falsiflcation. In this “?:"
the companies a8 & whole bave

one in the |

|

| other

“Over all these various divisions is the exeou- ¢

gteamship ngents, hut mora particularly to that |

met with,
Assistant
regard of

in thelr intercourse with the |
Commaissioner, n'mh utter dis-
thelr request for amendment
of existing evils that ey h.ve slnoe
the sitting of your committes, resolved to
act in unison and refer all complaints directly
to the bureau at Washington, and such com- |
plaint has actually thus been made.

ARBITRARY BEJECTION OF IMMIORANTS,

“Itappear: in the evidence also thatitis a
common practice of the Assl/tant Commlissipner
and the chief of the Reglstry division, who is
regarded as his lleutenant, to punish such
steamship lines as incur their dkp easure, by
detaining foumigrants arriving thereon, either |
vnneceas:rily or for an undue length of time. |
This same species of petty revenge ls exercl ed
avainst agonts of some of the steamship com-
panies, t! e representativesof some of the chari- '
table sociaties and religious organizations, and
individuals whose interesis take
them to the Barge Office for varlous
pur s, Il these persous resist the
authority of the Asssistant Comrmulssioner In
attempting to seoure what they consider to be
their IYKM. And even where seitlement of
some personal grudee do s not control the |
aotion of the Assistant Commissloner and
agents, he is governed by prejudices for and

uinst certaln races and classes of liumigraots. |
Thus, he hus lssued orders to obstruct in every |
way the landing of all Oriental Immigrants, and
even lgformodvho agent, Mr. Treyvoux of the
French Line, that he should not bring Orfentals
to this country, as he would not permit them
toland. This prejidice is exhibited alsv in the
examination of Erenoh women with his per-

jon, if not under bia orders, y} Chief of
5?;. glatry Division, as herein belore recited.
With varying cegrees of uvom{ ftappear also
against other rsces, while preference equally
strong s exhibited in behalf of certain races
whom the Assistant Commissioner considers
desirable.

“The representatives of the socl-tias who have
access to the Barge Office, osteusibly for chari-
table and religious purposes, also meet wih a
similar discrimination—some hardly meeting
with common civility, while others are permit-
ted u degree of authority and of Uberty which
exoeeds that enjoyed by the Government
officials, Evidence of these abuses abound
the testimony alveniﬁy various and diver e in-
taresis, to some of which reference is made in
the puge number+ given above, and it was of
such frequency and so atroncfy corroborated
thut your ocommittee cannot doubt that the
greatest abuse prevalls at the New York station
in lPlu rugect

*“The arbitrary manner in which the Ass'stant
Commissioner exercises the authority of the
chief uucu%vo offlcer of the said station is dis-
played furthermor=in his a; parent disregard
of the reported misde-ds of some of his suior-
dinate oficlals in whom nothing can shuke his
confidence, apparently, and by the severity
with whioh he administers rebukes to others for
the sinallest offerices. In tlustration of the last
statenient, your committes directs your at'en-

jon to the ‘act thut Inspector Henry Molthan,

r., was suspended, althoug) the Commissioner
certifies to his good record for years, upon the
forced and equivocal chaig+ by an Italian sa-
loon keeper, of whose veraoity there was no evi-
dence, whereas a mowuurfl the Commisfon-
er's offios, though rejeatedly so intoxicated
that he had to be taken home, and positively
fdentified by persons from whom he had ex-
torted money, was not punished in any way

“The same arbitrary and autocratic manner

displayed by the Assistant Commissioner in
other rogp~cts was shown to applicants in_be-
halt of detained immigrants; some of these

were rudely and curdy dismissed with s re-
fu-al; others by some means Ui one case by
rotests) succeeded in attaining their ob‘;mm
n support of this aserment, your committee
refars to the testimony of Constantine D.
Phassonlarides, the former editor of a Greek
newspsper, s Well as to a most pathetio case
reported by Dr. Rossi, which geport vour comi=
mittee requests that you will read in full
Another instance is shown, which is a letter to
the Commiissloner reporting a serious offence
comnitted by Mr. Henrv Heyns, the repre-
sentative of Mr. Peter MoDonnell, agent of the
0Old Dominion Line, which offence resulted in

a fm“ mistortune to certain immigrants, To
this lutter pot even an acknowledgment was
vouchsafed.

ALLEGED GIPTS TO M'SWEENEY.

“Your committee refers you to the case of
Christos Placos, aged 26, who arrived per
steanship Su\ondlm, Nov. 15, 16v9, was é\x-
cluded by the board on the 16th, regxciuded
on the 18th, and was sent to the steamship to be
deported on the last-named date. One George
Zacharius, a cousin of sald {mmigrant, paid
money repeatedly to Thomu‘gurkq a clerk In
the executive oM s, to secure the recall of the
{mimigrant froy the steamship. This order was
given by telaphone and subs uuall)‘ ratifled in
mhiuf The lmmlcngt.'u eld at the Barge
Mo for 4 week alter return from the ship,
uring wh’ch time gifts of flowery and plants
were taken ‘)x one rge Vinezelo to the resi-
dencs of the Assistant Commissioner, who per-
sonally received them at the door, and some
adroit man uvrlnf was done whergby the
compatriots of the Immigrant were Induced to
pay 830 for an appeal, which was never for-
warded, to the bureau at Washington, the im-
migrant being final}y -dm}t on the 35th of
Novrmbcr at the goout-oo the Assivtant Cem-
misgloner, by the Board of Speaial Inquiry.
“Rules and devices were numercus and ap-
arently of dal'y construction, but appeared to
gonm e only to be bﬁokon. th‘roteou ve office
{tgelf disregarding t , and at times :ﬁs
in dp?o lgnorance of facts whirh it sho
have kaown. Some {liustrutions of ‘bh condi-
tion may be found herewith in exhibits,
AS TO CERTAIN OFFICIALS.

“One of tha clerks in the executive offics,
Thowas Burke, appears to be pecullarly the
ob ect of the Asslstaut Commissioner’s confl-
dence, for Mr. Burke is the intsrmeaiary be-
tween the applicant for third l“;snﬂnll and the
exeontive office, through which ulone such re-
quests can be granted, and thus Oui‘o)’a a wide
Jatitude in taking such cares to the Commla-
sioner. o is positively identified by pera_ons
who paid bim-money for hia assistanoe. Tbis
offici ?l 0 onveys ‘suggestions’ crally to the
Board o Sp«;ﬁw lnqgjr{ as to the views of the
oxeocutive office, which again affords him
opportunity for that species of thrift to which
hon apparent]y addicted.

“Another oficlal connected with the ;xm.
tive office 18 the Treasurer, Lawrenocs P.
admiuvistering the duties o
r«)rY ttee endeavo
&uu t that it was prac-
tica!ly a failure, since Mr. Lee “)pnrentlyhn
no con%o?ﬂon of the rudimw%o ookkeeping,
and while your cominittes bas po reason 1o
doubt his entire honesty, it is forced to the con-
clusion that even he knows verv little, If any
lhln{x. about the status of the vﬁrio%u agoouuls
professedly kept &hlm.m t theref, re re-

eats its recommendation yade b{' letter to the
guroa:i. that bis wemorandum books be ex-
aminsd by an aocouniant with a view to ascc. -
tadnin, bwlmqbqr the suwms rac‘elnd llimd dis-
bursed by 1 have been properiy applied.

“The next offlolal fqr comy‘a.or tion is the so-
called logal adviser, Inspector Lorenzo Ullo,
whose position {3 very mnch of a slnecure, so
far as your committée is «ble fo learn, though
from time totime Qhul-nlduounle' {scour=
aged and frustrated the attempts of the con-
traot labor Inspectors to utilize the evidence
carefully obtained by them for the ?urposo of
{nstituting suits agsinst contractors Tor the re-
covery of the penalty prescribed by law, and of
lats has exhibl unwonted activity in alding
the executive offloe to escape the conseéquences
of its own blunder and fasten the rnponjl-
bility therefor on Ipspector Henry Molthan, Jr
Notwithstanding Inspector Ullo ls supposad to

e the legal adviser of the immigrant station,
he i» fgnorant even of the immigration laws.

“Especial attention {s directed to the total
lack of interpreters of the following languages,
to wit: Lithuanian, Bpanigh, Portuguese, Mag-
var and others, This lack of interpreters has
been repeatedly called to the attention of the
executive office without result, and as a con-
seqiienca hundreds of lmnuirmts are passed
without any inspection, and in some cases the
steamship companies, for their own protection,
supply the deflciency. BSeveral time whole
.l,h].»ndq of Portuguesa immigrants have
passed without any examination, {n conse-
quence of the lack referred to, as to their ad-
missibility under the terms of the Contract
Labor laws,

WITNESSES FRIOHTENED,

“Your committes finds, moreover, eince {ts
sitting, that assiduous eflorts have been made
by some of the officials who are especially sub-
serviant to the Assistant Commissiouer, to
deter timid witnesses from giving testimony,
one of them alleging that the committee was
simply having a good time at the expense of
theCrovernment; that (ts efforts would amount
to nothing, and citing in support of these views
the presence at the Barge Oftice of Assistant
Sacretary Taylor, and his apparently {ntj-
mate relations with Assistant Commissioner
MosSweeney.

“It 18 with much reluctance that your com-
mitioe refers to this matter, and it does not
do 8o for the Wﬂ:«“e of eriticising the action
of the Assistant retary, but it is compelled
by its experience to state that the raid action
operated as a deterrent to witbesses who other-
wige would have testified freely. Upon this
r-lut your committee can state with confidence,

rom its own observation and experience, that

the New York agents of the steamship com-
panies were among those deterred, some
of them declining vositively to state under
oath the facts that they had related informally
to vour committes, and intimating that it wouid
be impolitic on their part to incur the il will
of an oMeial who, in their judgment, would
retain lys position at the New York <tation

",\nnlfmr abuse that exist< to which your
committes dedres to eall yvour attention is
the power possawed by the messengers to the
Bourds of Special Inquiry to advance hear-
ing= of cuses or delay l‘l'!:l as they may choose,
Thix power has resulted, as nught be supposed,
in the continual offering of money by persons
who desire to securs & prompt hearing, and
that such offers are not u‘vunw refused |s
shown by the testimony of certain witnesses
who actually paid the messengers for the above-
mentioned purpose

whose method o
hi= oMoig] position )&u
to investigute, with the

“The information secured in this {nvestj.

gation with relation to the privilege holders |
shows that the money exchuange business “I
gonerally  condueted fairly, although  cases |
after having had |

|

necur in which {mmiggints,
thoeir monev axchar m-\ have heen deported
with American money, but there s much tes-
timony furnivhed to show that the quantity
of food supplied to immigrants for use on the
way to their destination i« insufficient for the
rice paid to the restaurapnt priviege holder;

{ imunigrants are buying wheth

=

er to do o or not, and that no
Boo By SN E PP

- Gorti tetlingny was fored s (0 how
¥ , with q -
able propriety, secured advertisements from

the steamship oo 0 for & paper in which
he was su M y them to be interested,
. Marks had bor-

entative of a

:“wod xPonoy from the re o nomrtn’n S

0 society interes

landing o rants, and attempted do
hrlxlj”wn"' from 35 agent of the F{.-ﬂu Steam-
ship 0"

SECDNETARY GAGE OVERRULED,

A conspicuous case taken up by the committee
was that of the admission of Luigl Graziano,
who had been ordered deported by the Becre-
tary of the Treasury last December, but who
was landed nevertheless. Graziano, an bu-
migrant, arrived at New York on the steam-
ship Kalser Wilhelm 11, Dec. 18, and after re-
fusal to admit on bondand an order for deporta-
tion, was landed Dec. 23 by a Board of Spe-
clal Inquiry, of which Assistant Immigrant
Inspector Henry Molthan, Jr., was the chair-
man. The knowle‘yxx‘ of this lnndlm{ reached
Becretary Gage and he ordered an Investigu-
tion. This Investigation led to the inquiry
{nto the Barge Office methods. The committea
reports that it believes from the testimony
that Commissioner Fitchie desired the landing
of Graztano, and that elllﬁr he or .\!«-Nwmnrfv
must have known of the landing of the inimi-
grant Dec. 23. The committes also says that
when Commissfoner Fitchle learned that the
Department at Washington was informed
of Graziano's landing McSweeney tried to shift
the responsibility upon the Board of Special
Inquiry, and that MoSweeney determined
to secure evidence which would conviet Mol-
than of taking a bribe in the case after trying
in vain to induce him to resign. The committee
l;lnmu the responsibility for the improper land-
ng of the immigrant with the so-called exacu-
tive nfice at the New York immigrant station,
and says that if any money was u to effect
Graziano's landing, 1t was not pald to Inspector
Molthan and that he was therefors improperly
suspended. It recommends that he be restored
to his duties without prejudice.

Increase of the Barge Office Force.
WASBHINGTON, June 30.—The Barge Office
force in New York was permanently increased
to-day by the uppointment of five new immi-
rant inspectors under the clvil service as fol-

ows: Samuel E. Appler and(‘laren?e A Thomp-
aon of Naw York; J. H Sargent of New What-
comb, Wash orbert Saxton and E. W Wil-

lard of Washington, D (. These officers will re-
ceive 95 a day from the date of taking oath.

MAGISTRATE P0OOlL THREATENED

For the Stand He Has Taken Against Greek
Pedlers—Wants Them All Deported.

It has been the custom of the City Magis-
trates sitting in the Centre Street pulice court
to discharge all Greek pushcart pedlers ar-
ralgned for violating various city ordinances,
on the ground that they bad no jurisdiction,
the law being so framed that the prisoners
should be taken before the Mayor.

Magistrate Pool has got around® the dificulty
by chang!ng the churge to disurderly couduct.
He has lately fined several old offenders from
$2 to $10 each. Three Groeks wers arraigned
inthe court yesterday morning chareed with
having obstructed Barclay street with 1 ush-
carts, When the Magistrate read the complaint
Lie began in a loud voice to denouncs Greess in
genoral and the Greek pedlers in 1 articular

“Yosterdav I received a postal curd calliog
me pames for the stand I have taken in this
matter and ending with threats,” he sald, “"The
writer wa- too low and mean to sign bis name
I want to say right nuw that this busiiess
shoul be stopped hese  fellows have
1o business here, They are a nulsance

Lbe only way to suppress t.em is to
send them all” back to (Greece. Deport
them, that 18 what 1 say. The on'y way to pre-
serve this glorious Republic which we have
f.ught for and many dled for is_to keep thrse
Greeks out of the country, for they are a men-
ace to the welfare of our country. t the Gov-
arnn‘gm take immediate measures to have them
sent back '’

The Jaahtnte then held the three pedlers in
100 badl each for trial in the Court of Special
essions, .

HELD FOR THE GOULD ROBBERY.
Blair Is Suspected of Stealing 85,000 Worth
of Jewelry.

Charles W. Blair, who was arrested by Cen-
tral OfMce detectives on suspicion of stealing
about $5,000 worth of jewelry from the apart-
ments of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Gould, in the
Carlton Hotel, London, was arraigned in the
Centre street police court yesterday. He was
charg vm‘h g:vtn brought prorerty which he
knaw had beel s State. Magls-
trate Pool hel bail for examina-

ton Tueﬁdn ;

O‘ onl. \ ghud,v. A stepbrother of I{ru,
Goulx was In oourt and identifled a quan ltdv
of the jowelr&utlm property of Mrs, Gould.

stolen into
Blair In $8,

Inall about $7,000 worth has been recovered.
Blalr had nothing to say.
WOMEN HURT IN TROLLEY CRASH.

Two Taken to a Hospital After the Church
Lave Collision,

Abram J. Hoag of 657 Wythe avenue, Brook-
lyn, the motorman of the Franklin avenue
trolley car which oolilded with the Marcy ave-
nue oar at Coney lsland avenue and Church
lane early yesterday merning, was arraigned
before Magistrate Voorhees in the Flatbush

olice court yesterday afternoon.’ He -ald that
Ko had only heeu employed on the road a week.
heid for further examination on Thurs-
ost sariously injured {n the
accident were auline Rice, 85 years old,
of 62 Cook street, and Miss Mury House, 28
years old, of 178 Albany avenue, lirooklrn. who
were taken to the Kings County Hospitalsuffer-
{ng from internal injuries.

He w
day. Thbe persons

A MUCH-ROBBED OFFICE.

Thieves Break Inte a Prudential Insurance
Company Safe in Long Island City.

Another robbery was comnmitted in thebranch
ofMoe of the Prudential Life Insuranoce Company
at 85 Borden avenues, Long Island City, on
Thursday night. The office Is situated on the
second floor of the New York Land and Ware-
houss Company's buiting The thieves opened
the street door of the building with a dupli-ate
key and foroed the smali safe. They got 67 in

money.
8n o night of Jan. 11, while Henry Athing,
the cashier, was workIng alone in this office, two
men robbed him of $800. Athing was subse-
quently convicted of stealing premiums.

¥R. MORSE'S JEWELS FOUND.

Bag Containing Them Picked Up In the Street
by an Honest Milkman.

The alligator bag contalning $3,000 worth of
jewe!s balonging to Lyman D). Morse which was
lost from the coach conveying Mr. Morse and
his family from their home at 186 Hanceok
street, Brooklyn to the Flatbush avenue sta-
tion on Thursday, has beenfound with the con-
tenta intact. The bag was pick'd up in (iates
avepue, near Bedford, by William Gilbert of
200 Bloecker street, the driver of a milk wagon,
shortly after Mr. Morse's coach had passod that
place.” Gilbert surrendered it to Mr. Morse's
agent as soon as he saw the advertisement in
the paper, He will receive a reward.

TAX RATE ABOUT 2.38.

President Feitner Says It Will Be Ten Points
Lower Than Last Year.

Prosident Feitner of the Tax Department said

yesterday that the tax rate in Manhattan this

year will be about 2.38, or ten points less than

last year. The Charter makes it mandatory for
the §lunlv1 al Awsermnbly to meet on the first
Monday in July In order to pass on the tax levy,
and many Aldermen and Councilien have given
up sl idea of going to Kansas City In order to
do their duty

Pays the Alimony and Keeps Out of Jall,

Frederick W, Wilcox, President of the Wilcox
Paper Box Manufacturing Company, was ad-
judged in contempt of court by Supreme Court
Justion Dickay in Brookl n on Wadnesday for
mllinr to pay alimony to his wife. The arrears
of alimony amounted to 84,50 He appeared
In ecourt yesterduy and purged hlmselrol con=
temnpt by paying the full amount.

Lieut, Higgins Resigns from the Ninth,

Col. Morris of the Ninth Regiment has re-
ceived the resignation of Second Lieut. Willlam

F.J. ligginsg of Company | Lieut. Higging
gives as hi« reason for resigning the pressure of
business. He servad with the New York vol-
untears in the Spanish-American War,

Break on the Erfe Canal.

AMSTERDAM, N. Y, Junea 30. -The agueduot
that carries the Erie Canal over the Canajoharie
Creekk at Canajoharie gave way last right
under the heavy load. The water has been
drawn ‘f.'nm tha level and repairs are being
made TrafMe wil be delayed several days

Oscar F. A, Welssner a Bankrupt.

Oscar K A Weissner, a manufacturer of
bruss bedsteads, has flled a petition in volun-
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BIG TREASURY SURPLUS.

THE BALANCE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
EXCEEDS $80,000,000,

It Is Just Double Secretary Gage's Estimate
in His Last Message to Congress—The Sur-
plus for June the Largest of Any Moath
for Years -The Government Recelpts.

WasuiNGroN, June 80.—~The Treasury sure
plus for the fiscal vear ending to-night will be
over 50,000,000, which 18 just double Secre-
tary Gage's estimate in his last message to
Congress. The exact tigures will be made up
on Monday, when to-day's returns are recelved,
According to the daily statement to-day the
surplus was $75,838,548, and the day's recelpts
will make the total over $80,000,000. The sure
plus for 1800 wns $55.040.271, and began to fall
off greatly until a deficit came for the year
ending June 30, 1504,

The first flscal year of which this adminis=
tration had half tha charge was that ending
June 30, 1897, when the defleit was kept down
to $18,000,000, notwithstanding the Dingley
law had not gone into effect. Had it not been
for the war with Spain it 18 almost certain the
vear 1898 would have shown a surplus instead
of tha defleit of 338,047,247, which was made
during the last three months of that year, Fo@
1899 the deflcit wie $50,111,550, with all the bure
den of the war with Spain during the first sig
months of that year. FEach month the surplus
continned to grow, that for June being abou®
817,000,000, and s the largest surplus for any
month of any year for a long way back., Up
to to-day the total receipts this month have
been $45,864,231, with another day's to come
The expenditures have aggregatad $3:3,585,000,
From customs this month the receipts will
be about $20,000,000, and from internal reve=
nues, $28,000,00n. Miscellaneous meeipts wer®
about as usual.

The receipts for tha yvear have been to date,
8506.417.347, and expenditures,  $487,803.408
The War Department has spent §134,603,180,
and the Navy, $56,089.140. The receipts from
customs have bean $233,401,138, an  increase
of about $17.500,000; internal revenue, $249m
212,638, an increage of about $22,500,000. Mis-
cellaneous, $38,712.570. It 18 estimated tha$
the Treasury will have about $420 000,000 of
gold coin and gild bulllon, or, In the words
of an oficial of ths Treasury, “more gold than
i8 gathered under one single control anywhere
olsa in the world." In this sum is included
the gold reserve of $160,000,000 and $227.707.178,
against which certificntes have been issued,
and $70,673,242 in free gold.

THINKS HE RETIRED TO0O SOON.

A Retired Chief Boatswaln Presents Himself a9
a Volanteer for Active Duty.

WasninG1ox, June 30 — Henry Thompson, &
retired chief boutswain's mate, presented hime
well at the Department this morning a« a volune
teer for netive duty on the Aslatic station, He
entered the naval service in 1500, and served
continuous'y therein until June 7, 1899, when he
was retired under the provisions of the aod
approved March 3, 18080 He is a typical old-
time sador; has been a petty officer from coxs=
swain  to  chief  boatswain's  mate or
years; served  during the War of the
Rebelion, was in the expedition whioh
went to Panama under command of Come
mander B. H, McCalla, U, 8. N, in 1885, and
served through the Spanish-American War,
His only regret appears to to be that he retired
too soon and deprived himself of the Pou-lblo
opportunity of once more fighting for his n=
try.  His actual ngval service ag rensoo
thirty-one years, but counting double time for
his service during vhe War of the Rebellion and
the Bpavish-American War, he retired with an
average service of overthirty-seven years. He
has seen serviee in every guarter of the globe
and on nSumber of the old-time vessels of the
pavy, and from appesrances might be fit for
active duty for ten more vears.

FOR FIVE liA"l.lRH'P!-

Call for Bids for Those Authorized by the Prese
ent Congress.

WaASHINGTON, June 30.—The Navy Departe
ment to-day fssued & circular calling for bide
for the battleships Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and Georgla, authorized by the act of March &
1899, and the battleships Virginia and Rhode
Mw&, auahorlzod by the act of June 7,1
The three first named are to
turrets and the others ordinary turreta,
call for bids will be adverti-ed for sixty days
from Sept. 1, and the general plans may be éx-
amined at the Navy Departuent from Sert. 16,
The plans are to be supplied to the pros
bidders on application on Oct. 15, and the bids
will be opened on Nov. 16

Commander Delehanty Retired.

WASHINGTON, June 80.— Commander Danfel
Delehanty has been placed on the retired lis¢
of the nmavy from yesterday's date on his
own application. This action of the Navy De-
pariment will permit Commander Delehanty to

remain on duty as Governor of the Sallors’
soug Harbor on Staten Island. The ap licae
tion of Commander Delah?ntg for retirement
grew outof the intention of the Navy Depart~
ment to send him to sea. This became known
to Commander Delehanty and he applied for
retirement, but the list of applicants for volune
tary retirement was full. The Department re=
cently {ssued orders revokls'x his leave irom
June %0 and ordering him to Manila, Since that
order was jssued Commander Delehanty re-
newed his application for retirement, and &
vacancy occurring he has been retired accorde

ingly.

Army and Navy Orders.

WASHINGTON, June 30, — These naval orders have

been (asued:

Civil Engineer' F. C. Prindle, from the Naval Train.
ing Statlon at San Pransisco W Naval Station ay
Honolulu

(‘n;\. J. B. Coghlan, sick leave granied for thre@
months

Commander D Delehanty, retired from June 29,

('h.ng;q of gMcers on the Aslatie Station. Ens
W. R. Sexton from the Prineeton to the Quirts; Nav,
Cadet F. 0. Brauch from the Isla de Luzon to
Naval H?s ftal, Cavité; Ensign W. H. Reyn
from tne Isla de Cuba to the Hrooklyn: Bnll,)n
L. Poor, from the Iris to the Brooklyn: Surgeon 0.
Norton, from the Monadnock and with marines o
Taku Ensign M. H. Brown, from the Brooklyn te
the Monadonock, tempor r§, Assistant Paymaster
8. Rhodes, from the Cavitd Station to the Nanshang;
(‘ommnfndu E. K. Moore. from the Cavité Station iq
the Helena: Asaistant Paymaster C. W. Penrossy
from the Cavité Statlon to Washington,

Presidential Postmasters Appointed.

WASHINGTON, June 30.—The following Presie
dential postmasters were appointed to-day:

Jaocksonville, Ala., Dora Crook; SBeaford, Dely
Jessie T. Sharpe, Bement, 1ll., Horace Haldene
man; Carubridge, 1, Bwan J. Chilberg; New
Suaron, la., Ro-s A_ Nicholson; Pontiac, Mieh.e
Herman A. Wyckoff; Ashgrove, Mn'..hm?
Dyer; Pattonsburg, Mo., Heury L. Eads; -
etteviile, N. Y., Arthur C. Agan; Whitestone, N,
Y., George W. iton; Mandan, N. D.,
Richard . Smith; Kent, Obio, Walter J. Raleyy

atover, Pa., Edwin G. Eckert; Newville Pa.
ames T. Dunfee; River Point, R. 1. Edwu‘
W. Jones; Mount Vernon, Wash., (ieorge Es
Hartsorn.

Supreme Court Organized in Porte Rico.

WABHINGTON, June 80 —A telegram to the
State Department from Gov. Allen, dated Sam
gun. Porto Rioo, June 30, announces that tha

upreme Court was organized to-day. The Jus-
, took oath in open courtin
rmn ce of the Governor, the SBecretary, prom=

nent lawyers and others. The Marshal qualie
fled and the court was prouounced ready t@
proceed with {ts business.

tices, {n their ro

Collector of Customs at Porto Rico,

WASHINGTON, June 80 —George W. Whitehead
has been appointed Collector of Customs a$
Porto Rico. Mr Whitehead Lias been a special
agent of the Treasury Department and recently
returned from Porto Rico, where he went to
lll;lok dluw the customs requirements of the

and.

Soclal Club for Publishers and Bookmakers.

ALBANY, June 30.-—Articles of lncorporation
of the Book Builders, with principal office in
New York c.ty, were flled with the Secretary of
State to-day. It s prormod to maintain &
social club for members of the publishing, booke
making and a'lled trades, he direciors are
Frederick H Hitcheock, Joel T. Hoadley, Wi
liam M. Patten, Will A Nosworthy nné
Temple Scott of New York rl(l‘ Albert 8mit)
of New Rochelle, and Henry A. Thompson d
Moutelair, N. J.

Fatally Hurt by Carrying a Banner,

James J. SBammons, 38 vears old, of 233 Bay
strect, Jorsey City, died in the Clity Hospital
yesterday from injuries recelved at an outing
of the Sammons Assoclation to College Polnt
Jast Tue-day. Mr. Sammons was standard
bearer of the assoclation and took an aodv
part in the games.  He complained of In

ains on the way howme, but was able to a

a3

tary bankruptey in the Un ted States District business on Wednesday and
Court in Brooklyn. His liabilities are $371,- | saloon, o street.
190.76, Lils assets, Lo says, agrount to §344,200. | g0 -
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